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Summer 2005has been a very
productive period for the Trail with

visitors from all over Ireland, the UK,
Europe and the US coming to the area to
enjoy all that the north west has to offer.
In future issues we hope bring reports of
actual tourist experiences within the
region. If you would like to read about
from Alan and Fionnualas’ experiences in
May this year check out the travel report
section of www.cycletoursireland.com

The Trail has also welcomed Travel
Writers and Journalists from key markets
to the area. These include the UK,
Holland and Germany, in all cases the
reaction to the Trail, The Green Box
project and the region in general was
extremely positive. Over the winter,
features on the region will appear in
National Daily Papers and specialist
activity and cycling magazines
highlighting what the area has to offer. It
is hoped this will have a positive impact
on potential to tourists at key decision
making times such as  December,
January and February.

Fionnuala and Alan at Rosnowlagh,
Co.Donegal. May 2005.

The North Leitrim Glens Hill Walking Festival , which was organized for the first
time by The Green Box in March 2005, featured in the August-September Issue of
‘Outdoor Adventure Guide’. This UK based publication, which is one of the most
prestigious in its’ field, carried a 4 page full colour spread on the joys of walking in
North Leitrim, Cavan and Sligo with some excellent images to help convey the beauty
of the region to potential visitors. For more information on the Outdoor Adventure
Guide check our www.outdooradventureguide.co.uk.
It is hoped that features like this will encourage walking and activity enthusiasts
throughout the UK to consider the Green Box area as a destination for activity breaks.
The expansion of flight connections from Knock Airport to a wide variety of UK
destinations will make the North West Region more appealing to UK tourists looking
for 3-4 day activity breaks.

The Green Box will travel to the following locations during September and October:

Share Centre, Lisnaskea, Co. Fermanagh September 28 th, 2005
Markree Castle, Colooney, Co. Sligo October 3 rd, 2005
Breesy Centre, Ballyshannon, Co. Donegal October 5 th, 2005
Commerical and Tourist Hotel, Ballinamore, Co. Leitrim October 10 th, 2005
These information evenings will all commence at 7.30pm.

The main aim of these evenings is to inform all tourist providers and producers on
how the Green Box can benefit their business or community, whether it is through
training, marketing or capital grant aid.

All are invited to attend and no prior booking is required.

We hope that you can join us and look forward to seeing you there!



Now in its third year, the Green
Festival in the Northwest celebrates

our heritage, environment, food, culture
and ecology. It is a festival for local
communities and environmentally aware
visitors alike. The festival is also about
learning, participation, raising awareness
and having fun. Films, entertainment,
talks, demonstrations, arts and crafts
workshops, art and literature are all part
of what makes this festival unique.
We are honoured to have Dick Warner as
our Environmentalist in Residence for
this year’s Green Festival. Dick will
show us extraordinary things in our
ordinary surroundings - school grounds,
backyards and gardens. Food is an
important element of the Green Festival
and Dick will explain why conservation
of our marine food supply is essential.  
The following restaurants participate in
the festival with events or special dishes:
Courthouse Restaurant in Kinlough,
Grass Roof Café at The Organic Centre,
Rossinver, Fillet of Soul in
Manorhamilton.
One of the highlights of the festival will
be the Sunset Cruise on Lough Gill with
Luka Bloom and Dick Warner. 
All the favourite events are back - Ard
Nahoo Health Fair (Sept 18th),
Alternative Architecture (Sept 17th) and
The 6th Organic Fair (Sept 25th) as well
as the popular Bat Walk at Parkes Castle
and the Seaweed walk. 
This year we also feature eco-adventure
with a combined bike/kayak trip, caving,
nature and woodland walks. 
Film features prominently, with the
Community Film Festival in
Manorhamilton, the Sustainable Cinema
in Ballinamore and the McGahern film
festival (23rd-25th) in the Leitrim
Cinemobile.
Arts and Crafts are represented with
courses and workshops and The Glens
Centre in  Manorhamilton will be the
focal point for music and theatre. The
Green Festival will be launched by
Environmentalist In Residence, Dick
Warner on Friday 16th of September at
6pm in the Glens Centre, Manorhamilton
There will be an organic buffet and
music. Everyone welcome.
Full programme at
www.thegreenfestival.com  and a free
CD of last years events is available on
request. For more information call Hans
at The Organic Centre on 071-9854338
or e-mail: organiccentre@eircom.net

Supported by INTERREG IIIA and
administered by ADM/CPA and DARD,
the Green Box has just announced
significant new funding of €1,162,500.
This Capital Development funding will
be dispersed as grant aid to eligible
product and service providers throughout
the Green Box area. The Capital
Development Programme is part of the
overall Green Box initiative and is being
used to assist the area become a world
class ecotourism destination.
The Green Box area eligible for grant aid
includes all of counties Leitrim and
Fermanagh and adjacent parts of counties
Cavan, Monaghan, Donegal and Sligo. A
total of 44 projects will be funded under
the programme and this will include the
funding of 2 flagship projects, one in
Fermanagh and one in the southern
region. The maximum grant aid for the

flagship projects in the private sector is
€125,000 and for community groups,
€187,500. For smaller projects the
maximum aid is €12,500 for private
sector and €18,750 for community
groups. 
Funding will be allocated under the
following categories:
Accommodation:including B&B’s,
Hotels, Hostels, Caravan Parks, eco-
lodges, camping 
Food: including specialist food
producers, restaurants, country markets,
cookery schools/education.
Products:including projects involved in
cycling, walking, cruising, adventure
sports, festivals/events and learning
holidays
Services: including projects involved in
ecommerce, specialist tour operator
support, market research and crafts.

RENEWABLE ENERGY PROGRAMME
Are you a small business owner?

Want to cut your energy costs by up to 20%?
Want to access new markets and increase your profits?

The Renewable Energy Programme can help by offering:

Company Energy Audits
Individual reports with money-saving tips

Onsite mentoring to implement Energy plans 
Best Practice visits and funding information

Renewable Energy training  

Save money and help the environment at the same time!
Exploit new business opportunities by becoming ‘greener’

Source grant funding to introduce new environment-  
friendly practices and machinery into your business!

Interested?
For further information contact:

Geraldine McMenamin,
Leitrim County Enterprise Board

Carrick-on-Shannon Business Park, Dublin Road
Carrick-on-Shannon, Co. Leitrim

Tel: 071- 9620450  E: info@leitrimenterprise.ie

THE THIRD GREEN
FESTIVAL  NOR THWEST

16th – 25th of September 
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